Legal and Copyright Notice
1.

The open flightmaps Association (OFMA) , of Getreidegasse 32, in
Salzburg, Austria, is a “not for profit” organization set up to develop
and maintain a comprehensive database of international
aeronautical data, the Open Flight Maps Database (OFMDb), which
can be used free of charge, in order to be able to assist the
aeronautical community.

2.

The OFMDb is a database which comes under the terms of Directive
96/9/EC of the European Parliament, and as such is subject to legal
and copyright protection in all jurisdictions within the European
Union, which inter alia means that it cannot be copied, in whole or in
part, be translated, adapted, re-arranged or altered, and cannot be
distributed or communicated, without prior permission from the
OFMA, in its capacity as author of the database. In jurisdictions
outside the European Union similar legal and copyright protection is
provided by the World Intellectual Property Organization Copyright
Treaty of 1996 (WIPO). In jurisdictions which are not members of
the European Union or signatories of the WIPO Treaty, copyright
infringements may be pursued under the legislation of the
jurisdiction. This legal and copyright protection inter alia covers
obtaining, verifying and presenting the contents of a database.

3.

As it is the intention of the OFMA to provide access to the database
as freely as possible, while complying with Directive 96/9/EC, and/or
similar legislation, the OFMA requires all users to agree to a General
Users´ License, which is explained in more detail in Item 8 below,
but which grants the user a license to access the database for free
in exchange for agreeing to certain conditions.

4.

The individual pieces of data forming the contents of the database
mi g h t n o t b e covered by the copyright protection referred to in
paragraph 2, but are subject to copyright protection as follows:
a. T h e copyright corresponding to original data provided by an
OFMA contributor continues to be vested in the contributor. So

prior to submitting their contributions, all contributors must agree
to t h e Contributor ́ s Agreement allowing the OFMA to include
their work in the database, and make it available to other users.
b. A significant part of the aeronautical data has been based on, or
derived from, Aeronautical Information Publications (AIPs),
sourced periodically by national authorities and ceded to the
European Aeronautical Information Service Database (EAD), in
which case the data is covered by a general data user
agreement entered into between the OFMA and the EAD, but the
copyright continues to be vested in the provider of the data,
normally the national authority.
c. Some data has been sourced from or derived from data in the
public domain or data that is otherwise free from third party rights,
and as a result is not subject to copyright. Consequently users
can freely use both the data in the database and the information
derived from it, provided they abide by the copyright terms
specified in the OFMA General Users´ License.
5.

The servers used to host the database, the Web server, and the
backups, are all privately owned and operated by sponsors of the
OFMA. Consequently the OFMA retains the right to restrict access
to some users, on a temporary or permanent basis, to be able to
prevent abuses.

6.

The software used by contributors to input the data, to maintain the
database, to display the information of the database to users, and to
manage the Web server, has all been provided by private
proprietary software developers as part of their sponsorship of the
OFMA project, and its copyright continues to be vested in these
different software providers. This is not “Open Source” software. The
OFMA General Users´ License does not grant any rights over any
software.

7.

Several private software developers have developed specialized
software to render the data contained in the OFMDb to present it in
particular formats, compatible with specific applications, and in some
cases incorporate other data, for instance basemap data sourced

from the Open Street Map project, under their user license; this
rendering software is not covered by the OFMA General Users´
License
8.

In respect of users, OFMA makes the database available as freely
as possible, to as wide a range of users as possible, but does so on
two important conditions. Any user that copies the database,
includes it in his/her application, or uses it to make a derivative
database or a derived work, must:
a. clearly attribute the OFMA as a source of the data, and
b. if any changes, alterations, corrections or other modifications are
made by the user to the data provided from the OFMDb, the user
must contribute these changes within a reasonable timeframe
that does not exceed 15 days calculated from the creation of the
alteration(s) to the OFMDb, using one of the interfaces available,
or
c. if unable to contribute the changes directly, the user must create
a file, in one of the specified formats, including all the changes,
and submit this file to the OFMA so that the changes can be
input into the database, in a timely manner to be agreed
(whereas the timeframe shall in any case not exceed 15 days
calculated upon the creation of the alteration(s)) or
d. if the user has developed an application in which third party
users give rise to changes, alterations, corrections or other
modifications, the application must include a link, or some other
interface, facilitating the contribution of the alterations of the data
to the OFMDb by the users.

9.

It should be emphasized that the intention of the OFMA is not to
become the “owner” of the OFMDb, as the database must belong to
the community of contributors that has made it possible. However in
order to prevent legal conflicts arising out of ownership and
copyright matters, the OFMA must clearly address these issues
within the existing legal framework: consequently OFMA uses the
Contributor ́ s Agreement and the General Users´ License in order to
avoid potential legal problems. It is also necessary to control the
quality and the accuracy of data and ensure that any updates are
incorporated quickly. It is for this reason that the OFMA takes control
of the OFMDb, in the interests of the community of contributors.

Unfortunately there are many examples of “open” projects based on
databases that have been subject to abuse from unauthorized
and/or uncontrolled contributors.

